DIPLOMACY  AND   WAR-----LAST  ROUND

the facts were plain.   The Emperor did not mean to support
Henry.

The peace between France and the Empire was as pleasing
to Pope Paul III as the alliance between England and the Empire
had been displeasing: and Henry, faced with the prospect of a
renewal of the Catholic league against England, once again
opened negotiations with the Protestant states of Germany.1
In spite of advances from both sides, however, the proposed
Protestant alliance came to nothing, and although the war
between England and France still continued Henry and Charles
managed to avoid an open breach. An affair which might have
precipitated it was eventually adjusted. English privateering
vessels had captured some sixteen ships from Antwerp that were
endeavouring to run the blockade into French ports with food
supplies. The Netherlands retorted by seizing English ships and
property, and arresting English subjects within their borders.
This, again, was a violation of the treaty, which had expressly
forbidden reprisals. The Emperor refused to release Henry's
subjects until his subjects had received complete redress, which
Henry considered * strange and unkind'.

XIV.TO   PAGET2

[Feb. 20, 1545.]

(f. 122) . . . the said Sir William, with our condign com-
mendations, shall say that whereas we addressed lately our am-
bassador resident with him to open and read unto him certain
matters of importance, with request not only to have answer again
unto the same, but also that the arrest of our subjects and goods
there might be discharged; for as much as we neither have yet any
answer touching the said purposes, and that also the said arrest
remaineth in such sort as it did, being importuned with the
dolances of divers and many of our subjects complaining of the
great losses and damages they do sustain by reason of the said
restraint, and also to know what thing it is that he saith he hath
so often willed hi$ ambassadors to move us in, and get none
answer; we thought good to address unto him our said Secretary,

1  See particularly S.P. X.

2 Sent as a special ambassador to the Emperor.
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